
MISSION STATEMENT
We are women who became ‘surrogate’ mothers out of love for friends or family and 
were bitterly exploited; we are mothers who had our babies wrested from our arms; 
we are women and men who were taken from our mothers as babies and who want to 
stop this cruelty repeated in surrogacy; we are Australian writers, community workers, 
academics, lawyers, activists and concerned citizens.

Our aim is to abolish all surrogacy in Australia. We argue that altruistic surrogacy (and 
commercial surrogacy if ever approved) is a human rights violation of the birth mother, 
the egg ‘donor’ (always needed in gay surrogacies), and the child(ren) born from 
surrogacy. No one has a ‘right’ to a child. Women are not empty vessels into which 
a foreign embryo can be transferred on the assumption it has nothing to do with her. 
Women grow a new human being in nine months out of their own flesh and blood; 
mother and baby exchange body cells and swap lasting body memories. In surrogacy, 
women’s health and fertility are jeopardised through increased pregnancy complications 
(gestational diabetes, placenta praevia, etc). Women’s lives are controlled by the wishes 
of the ‘commissioning parents’ such as food and sex decisions, prenatal tests, foetal 
reductions (the elimination of one or more foetuses) and even abortion. The ‘surrogate’ 
mother is often censored – forbidden to speak about the surrogacy. And the resulting 
child never consented to be a ‘take away’ baby. 

Surrogacy violates UN Conventions and other international treaties including the UN 
Slavery Convention and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child as well as CEDAW 
(the Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women).

For all these reasons ABSA has joined forces with the global campaign Stop Surrogacy 
Now (www.stopsurrogacynow.com), the French ICASM (International Coalition for the 
Abolition of Surrogate Motherhood), the Austrian group Stoppt Leihmutterschaft and 
the Spanish group Stop Womb Rental. We intend to expose and stop consumer groups 
from grooming people to engage in surrogacy arrangements in Australia as well as 
travel overseas which is a criminal act in New South Wales, Queensland, the Australian 
Capital Territory, and proposed in Western Australia.

We aim to reduce demand for surrogacy and appeal to people to look for different ways 
to have children in their lives if they cannot have them biologically. No one has a right 
to create a child at the expense of two women: the ‘surrogate’ and egg ‘donor’ who are 
harmed and exploited in the process. And to take that child away from the woman who 
carried and gave birth to them amounts to child trafficking. 

We call upon all decent people to join our quest to reduce the pain and regret of women 
who had their child(ren) taken away, and to ask the Australian government to join Spain, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Austria and other countries where all surrogacy is 
prohibited. It is possible to abolish surrogacy. Our humanity depends on it.

Contact us at https://www.facebook.com/AbolishSurrogacyAustralia/


